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A Word From William Dixon,  Department Head  

Welcome and welcome back. I hope you enjoyed the summer.   Last year we made many changes to the gradu-

ate program so I encourage you to read carefully the revised Graduate Handbook along with requisite forms 

and FERPA regulations, which are posted on the revised Graduate Corner Web Page (http://web.arizona.edu/

~polisci/Gradprogram/gradindex.htm).  I strongly recommend that you check this web page regularly for an-

nouncements and updates as it is your responsibility to know the rules and regulations.  Some of these changes 

are highlighted in this Newsletter.  We also have some exciting news about graduate student spaceðstay tuned 

for more on that soon. 
 

As you know the 601 and 602 courses are required for first-year students; however, I recommend that all 

graduate students participate in these intellectual exchanges. In response to your feedback, we will hold more 

student and faculty research presentations in the 601 and 602 forum. Of course we will also use this venue to 

provide useful information and address important questions about the program and profession.  Hence Friday 

afternoons from 3:00-4:15 will provide opportunities for quality ñface-timeò with our faculty, offer valuable 

information, and provide feedback from faculty and graduate students on your research.   On Friday August 

24th we will kick off this fall semester with a workshop on Refworks conducted by 

Atifa Rawan.  As always, we will meet at 3:00 p.m. in room 332.   I am confident you 

will find this reference tool quite valuable as you become immersed in the political  

science literature.   
 

The PAPER series is another venue for you to learn about the profession and keep up 

to date with current research.  Moreover, it is another opportunity for graduate students 

to meet faculty and enjoy intellectual exchanges in a less formal setting.  The theme for 

this fall is ñhot off the press,ò which will focus discussions on articles published in top 

political science journals in 2007.  Time and location will be announced the first week 

of classesðall graduate students are encouraged to attend. 
 

Lastly, in an effort to balance undergraduate and graduate student needs, I will hold 

separate office hours for graduate students.  My office hours for graduate students Fall 

ó07 are:  Fridays 9:30-10:30 a.m. and 1:30-2:30 p.m. room #319 

A Note From Director of Graduate Studies - Laura Langer  
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On behalf of all in the Arizona Political Science family I want to extend a warm and  

enthusiastic welcome to all of you in our incoming class of graduate students. You are 

part of an exceptionally able group of young scholars who are about to embark on an 

exciting andðwe hopeðintellectually satisfying intellectual journey. The first semester 

of graduate study is a time for exploring new ways of thinking about politics and the  

political institutions and behaviors that define public life. It is also a time for rethinking 

what it means to be a student. If there is one overriding goal of our graduate program, it 

is to properly educate and socialize our students into the profession of political science. Graduate training is 

professional training, which means that as a graduate student you are not merely a student, you also  

assume the role of apprentice and, eventually, a junior colleague.  

 

You will encounter much that is new and different in the coming weeks and months as you settle in to your 

seminars and assistantship duties. At the very least we expect you will be exposed to, and begin to appreciate, 

a broad array of the problems and puzzles that motivate contemporary political science. In the process we 

hope to stimulate, excite and challenge you. Always keep in mind that the faculty and more senior graduate 

students are fully prepared to guide, advise and mentor you along the way. Ultimately, however, you will have 

to take charge of your own intellectual curiosity to chart a path toward a successful professional career.  

http://web.arizona.edu/~polisci/Gradprogram/gradindex.htm
http://web.arizona.edu/~polisci/Gradprogram/gradindex.htm
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WELCOME NEW FACULTY MEMBER  

Sverre Bodung 

Received his BA and MA from 

the University of Osloðprimary 

interest is International Relations 

Kathryn Gallien 

Received her BA from St. Cloud 

State and her MA from the Uni-

versity of Arizonaðprimary in-

terest is International Relations 

Sanela Kunovac 

Received her BA from  

University of Pennsylvaniað

Primary interest is International 

Relations 

Andrea Polk 

Received her BA from  

University of South  

Floridaðprimary interest is 

American Politics 

 

Aakriti Tandon 

Received her BA from the Uni-

versity of North Texasðprimary 

interest is International Relations 

Kirssa Cline 

Received her BA from the  

University of Arizonaðprimary  

interest is Comparative Politics 

Chansuk Kang 

Received his BA and MA from 

the Yonsei  

Universityðprimary interest is 

International Relations 

Maria-Lara Martin 

Received her BA from the  

University of Arizonaðprimary  

interest is International Relations 

Michael Slobodchikoff 

Received his BA from George-

town University and an MA 

from American International 

Managementðprimary interest 

is Comparative Politics 

 

Henry Kim, Assistant Professor.  Professor Kim comes to us from the University of  

California San Diego where he received his Ph.D in 2007 with a concentration in  

American Politics.  His office is room 327, phone 621ï1825 


